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1620-28 belongs to a shallow later evangelicalism; nor was it, as with so many puritans, a creed based on prudential fears. It had more in common with Ralph, Cudworth's famous sermon,1 or the Calvinism of the Cambridge Platonists. His view was that of Whichcotc, that " lie is the best Christian whose heart beats with the truest pulse towards heaven, not he whose head spinneth out the finest cobwebs." It made him impatient of minor dogmatic differences among Christians, since his own faith was based on personal experience, and no man could look into another man's heart. Isaac Pennington's words, startling words for the seventeenth century, might have been his, had he been capable of so precise a statement: " All truth is shadow except the last truth. But all truth is substance in its own place, though it be but a shadow in another place. And the shadow is a true shadow, as the substance is a true substance,"

Again, with this toleration went a strange tenderness, Oliver was a man of a profound emotional nature who demanded food for his affections. His religion, being based not on fear but on love,2 for fear had little place in his heart, made him infinitely compassionate towards others. A sudden anger might drive him into .harshness, but he repented instantly of his fault. Tears were never far from his eyes. I can find no parallel in history to this man of action who had so strong an instinct for mercy and kindness, even for what in any other would have been womanish sentiment, and it sprang directly from his religion. He writes to a friend on the loss of a son in language which has still power to move us: " There is your precious child full of glory, to know sin nor sorrow any more. He was a gallant young man, exceeding gracious. God give you his comfort."3 His own agony at the death of his eldest son was remembered even on his death-bed. His letters to his family are full of a wistful affection. Of his favourite daughter Elizabeth he writes: " She seeks after (as I hope also) that which will satisfy. And thus to be a seeker is to be of the best sect next to a finder, and such an one shall every
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